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Mr. Speaker, one such source is the
motion picture and television produc-
tion industry. This industry is a thriv-
ing economic engine, creating well-
paying jobs and economic benefits to
communities all across America, not
just in my State of California. In fact,
with filming in 44 States, the motion
picture and television production in-
dustry generates more than 1.3 million
American jobs, $30.24 billion in wages
to American workers and $30.2 billion
in revenue every year. It is very com-
petitive internationally, with a $9.5 bil-
lion trade surplus. And it is the only
industry, Mr. Speaker, it is our only
industry in which we actually have a
trade surplus with every single one of
our trading partners.

Motion pictures and television pro-
duction creates jobs in a wide range of
fields, from the highly technical to the
highly creative. But one thing they
have in common is that they are large-
ly based on the knowledge economy
that provides the foundation for both
our economic well-being and our com-
parative advantage in the global econ-
omy.

Another major services sector is the
express delivery industry, Mr. Speaker.
This is an industry that is not only
thriving in the global economy, but it
is actually making the global economy
possible. In a world where just-in-time
delivery is essential to doing business,
where U.S. companies, large and small,
can get raw materials from Chile,
make products in Michigan and sell
them in Korea, express delivery is obvi-
ously a very integral part of that econ-
omy.

Goods transported by air account for
only 3 percent by weight of all goods
traded globally, but 40 percent of value.
That is 3 percent in weight, but 40 per-
cent in value.

U.S. companies that ship worldwide
are helping to grow our economy as
they facilitate the interconnectedness
of the world’s producers and con-
sumers. For example, Mr. Speaker,
every time UPS adds 40 new inter-
national packages into its system, it
creates a new job right here in the
United States of America. Every day,
in fact, UPS carries 8 percent of all
U.S. gross domestic product and 3 per-
cent of world global gross domestic
product within its system. By tapping
into the ever-growing need to ship
worldwide, express delivery companies
create new jobs here at home, facili-
tate economic growth around the globe
and demonstrate that U.S. service com-
panies are thriving in the worldwide
marketplace.

Mr. Speaker, the telecommuni-
cations industry is yet another exam-
ple of American businesses that are
both tapping into and facilitating a
shrinking world that brings a globe-full
of benefits and opportunities right to
our doorstep here in the United States.
U.S. telecom companies are extremely
competitive in the global economy,
with international revenues rising
more than 12 percent in just the last
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year. 2006 was the third year in a row
with double-digit growth in inter-
national revenue. The global telecom
market is projected to reach $4.3 tril-
lion by 2010. That is $1.2 trillion in the
United States, but $3 trillion inter-
nationally.

Clearly, the competitiveness of the
U.S. industry depends upon worldwide
economic global engagement. At the
same time, these services are making
the world more and more connected,
enabling producers, consumers and in-
vestors to communicate quickly and
easily with every corner of the globe.
And, as we have seen, our service pro-
viders thrive on this increased
connectiveness. As global leaders, they
are constantly creating new opportuni-
ties, here at home and around the
globe, as they grow our economy and
make the worldwide marketplace more
and more accessible for everyone. And
they have done so at a time when
worldwide economic liberalization in
services has been very limited.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to continue on a
path towards greater economic freedom
so that our service industries, the
backbone of our economy, can achieve
greater and greater success in the glob-
al marketplace.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

TRIBUTE TO LARRY CARROLL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and congratulate
Mr. Larry Carroll on 30 years of out-
standing service with the Permian
Basin Community Centers.

Mr. Carroll represents the model pub-
lic citizen. He has served the Permian
Basin Community Center as director of
finance, deputy executive director, and
now as the center’s executive director.
I served on and chaired the board of di-
rectors for the PBCC and know Mr.
Carroll to be one of the finest, most ca-
pable executive directors in the com-
munity center system.

It is his commitment, dedication and
wisdom that has helped develop the
center into one of the most out-
standing community organizations the
Permian Basin has to offer. Mr. Carroll
has made a personal commitment to
helping others through his additional
valued work with the Rotary Club and
Leadership Odessa, and I am proud to
represent my friend in Congress.

The 11th District of Texas congratu-
lates and graciously thanks Mr. Carroll
for this milestone and his exemplary
service to the community.
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A WALK THROUGH THE
CONSTITUTION: THE PREAMBLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, we are here today to an-
nounce a new series of weekly topics
for the Congressional Constitution
Caucus. I found that many Americans,
including some of my fellow Members,
are not as familiar with the Constitu-
tion as they might want to be.

Last Thursday this was demonstrated
to us when three local schoolchildren,
ages 8 to 12, came into the office. They
were wearing these little ‘“‘Liberty Day
Kids” T-shirts and buttons, and they
announced that they were going to
door to door in the buildings asking
congressional offices questions in
honor of James Madison’s birthday,
questions such as what is necessary to
override a Presidential veto, or where
do all of the appropriations bills origi-
nate from.

Out of curiosity we asked them if
most people had been answering the
questions correctly, and the children
emphatically shook their heads no. So
tonight and each Tuesday after votes,
we hope to help correct that problem
by taking a walk through the Constitu-
tion, and I encourage other Members to
join us as we educate each other and
the Nation about our preeminent
founding document.

So we begin by looking at the Pre-
amble of the Constitution. It is perhaps
one of most well-known sections, the
Constitution’s introductory sentence,
which reads, ‘“We the People of the
United States, in Order to form a more
perfect Union, establish Justice, insure
domestic Tranquility, provide for the
common defense, promote the general
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of
Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity,
do ordain and establish this Constitu-
tion for the United States of America.”

So this passage sums up in a con-
densed version what the Founders were
intending in this document. So let’s
look at some of the phrases.

The first phrase, ‘““We the People of
the United States.” Now, these words
by themselves almost sound trite
today, but they were groundbreaking
pronouncements when they were writ-
ten. You see, the previous document,
the Articles of Confederation, was an
agreement solely between the States,
and other earlier documents, including
the 1778 Treaty of Alliance with France
and the 1783 Treaty of Paris did not
even include the word ‘‘people.”

In convincing Virginia to ratify the
Constitution, the Governor explained
to them why the word was appropriate.
He said, ‘“The government is for the
people; and the misfortune was, that
the people had no agency in the gov-
ernment before. If the government is to
be binding on the people, are not the
people the proper persons to examine
its merits or defects?” The Constitu-
tion therefore binds America together.
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The next phrase is ‘“‘In order to form
a more perfect Union.” The Founders
simply believed that the new govern-
ment would be stronger than the one
under the Articles of Confederation.
You see, the loose confederation of
States had led to bickering and ineffec-
tive government. But this new arrange-
ment of States has allowed the States
to retain their power, but also work to-
gether for the common good.

Thomas Jefferson wrote therefore,
The union is the last anchor of our
hope.

The third phrase is ‘‘to establish Jus-
tice.”

O 1915

This refers to a problem that had
arisen in the State court systems. And
so by creating a Supreme Court of the
land, the Framers hoped to prevent
egregious examples of trampled rights.
But the Framers had a higher purpose
in mind, too. In Federalist No. 51,
James Madison wrote: ‘‘Justice is the
end of government. It is the end of civil
society. It ever has been and ever will
be pursued until it be obtained, or until
liberty be lost in the pursuit.”

The next section is to provide for the
common defense. This phrase is per-
haps the most evident today. See, the
War for Independence had been fought
for that very reason; and in the years
following the war, our fledgling Nation
had been unable to defend itself against
the Barbary pirates and also from
Spain and England threats. So the
States realized they needed to unite to
preserve the Union.

The next one is very important for
today. The phrase ‘‘to promote the gen-
eral welfare,” this has been commonly
interpreted to mean that the Federal
Government can do almost anything as
long as it accomplishes something ben-
eficial. But you see, this definition ig-
nores the Founders’ real intent. See,
they deliberately used qualifying words
such as ‘‘general’” because they meant
to limit the powers rather than expand
it. Think about it. Would it be proper
and fair for the Federal Government to
recognize certain groups over other
ones, certain States over others? If the
Founding Fathers didn’t intend to cre-
ate these special rights or special privi-
leges or socioeconomic programs, there
would not have been any reason to list
the specific powers that are listed in
the Constitution.

James Madison even stated that the
“general welfare’’ clause was not in-
tended to give Congress an open hand
“to exercise every power which may be
alleged to be necessary for the common
defense or general welfare.”

The final section reads ‘‘to secure the
blessings of liberty to ourselves and
our posterity.” These words come from
the previous phrase, for without law, it
is impossible to achieve liberty for fu-
ture generations.

I will close by saying we look forward
each week to come to the floor on
Tuesdays as we walk through the Con-
stitution week after week to better un-
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derstand this important document for
this House and for this country.

RURAL VETERANS ACCESS TO
CARE ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
as many in this House of Representa-
tives know, I represent one of the larg-
est congressional districts in this coun-
try of over 53,000 square miles. The dis-
trict is about the size of the State of Il-
linois. It is bigger than 25 of 26 States
east of the Mississippi River. It has
more hospitals than any other congres-
sional district, but it has no Veterans
Administration Hospital.

Some veterans in my rural district
have experienced great difficulty in
traveling to distant VA health facili-
ties to access care. Though we have
been successful in opening several VA
outpatient clinics in the First Congres-
sional District, access to care remains
a real challenge for veterans living in
rural Kansas.

I would like to share a couple of sto-
ries from Kansans who have written me
recently. I received the following letter
from the wife of a World War II vet-
eran: ‘“My husband and I have been
residents of a long-term care facility
for 2 years, and he is unable to travel 65
miles to take a physical at the Hays
Kansas VA clinic, as is required by the
VA to receive prescription benefits.
They have stopped filling his prescrip-
tion medicine. Veterans like Ralph
gave several years of their lives for our
country, and I feel it is a very ungrate-
ful way to treat them.”

The second case involves an elderly
veteran from Hoxie, Kansas, who is in
need of a pair of glasses. This veteran
was told he must travel over 4 hours to
the Wichita VA Hospital to get a new
pair of glasses, a distance of about 260
miles, and it doesn’t make sense to him
because his community’s optometrist
is just across the street.

No, it doesn’t make sense to any of
us. Lack of access to VA care is a prob-
lem felt around the country by vet-
erans living in rural America. Veterans
who live in rural America are one in
five of the veterans enrolled in the
health care system. Rural veterans
face unique challenges like long drives
to VA facilities, bad weather, and lack
of specialists. Limited access to VA
care too often means rural veterans
simply forgo the care and treatment
they need. Studies have found that
rural veterans are in poorer health
than their urban counterparts. A pol-
icy change is needed. It isn’t right to
penalize some veterans because of
where they live. It is time to provide
these veterans the health care benefits
they have earned and that have been
promised to them.

I have introduced the Rural Veterans
Access to Care Act with the goal of
ending these disparities in access. This
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legislation requires the VA to contract
with qualified outside health providers
to give our most underserved veterans
more options to receive care. Rather
than traveling long distances to reach
VA facilities or deciding not to make
the trip at all, these veterans would be
given the choice to receive care closer
to home at their local hospital or their
community clinic or their local physi-
cian’s office. Additionally, the VA
would be required to fill prescriptions
written by outside doctors to eligible
veterans.

To meet the needs of highly rural
veterans, the VA would contract and
partner with community physicians as
well as local hospitals, community
health centers, and rural health clin-
ics. These providers already supply
high-quality care to America’s rural
population, and yet their services are
denied to America’s veterans.

Since our Nation’s founding, rural
communities have always responded to
the Nation’s call. Today, 44 percent of
our country’s military recruits come
from rural America. When these rural
soldiers return home from war, our Na-
tion must be prepared to care for them.
Let’s take advantage of the successes
of existing rural health infrastructure
in order to meet the unmet needs of
America’s rural veterans.

For our elderly World War II vet-
erans, our young soldiers returning
from Iraq and Afghanistan, and those
who served in all of the conflicts in be-
tween, this is a commonsense and life-
saving approach that our Nation owes
its rural veterans.

——————

AMERICA CANNOT REPEAT
MISTAKE OF 1938

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, in
the year 1938 domestic needs were great
in this country. The New Deal pro-
grams that FDR had actually failed,
and the Depression had deepened dur-
ing his second term to the point that
the P-51 fighter plane was considered
so insignificant and so costly it was
not funded that year.

When World War II started, the
bombing runs that we took as a coun-
try produced 20 percent casualties for
us to the point that we suspended
bombing runs until we could build
enough P-51 fighters to accompany
them. It was not until the winter of
1943 that we were able to have superi-
ority over the sky in Europe.

The technology of today has made
this world so much smaller and so
much faster that we cannot afford to
make the same mistake this country
did in 1938. We cannot predict the type
of future combat we will be called upon
to participate in. We must be prepared
for that future.

Decisions we make today, because
basically it takes 8 years from design
to construction of a plane, decisions we
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